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confidential letter to Ambassador Meyer giving his reasons
for thinking Eussia should make peace at once. In it he
said: "Peter the Great made peace with the Turks by
surrendering the Crimea. In 1855 Eussia made peace with
the English, French and Turks by a surrender of territory.
In either case, to have insisted upon going on with the war
would have meant the conversion of a serious check into
a possibly irretrievable disaster. The same is true now.
In advising this I speak for Eussia's interest because on
the point Bussia's interests are the interests of the world."
In concluding, he wrote: "You know Lamsdorff and I do
not. If you think it worth while, tell either him or the Czar
the substance of what I have said, or show them all or parts
of this letter. You are welcome to do it. But use your
own discretion absolutely in this matter.

"Bussia has not created a favorable impression here by
the appearance of quibbling that there has been both over
the selection of the place and over the power of the pleni-
potentiaries whom Eussia will appoint. It would be far
better if she would give an impression of frankness, open-
ness and sincerity."

A cable message from the President to Meyer on June
23, 1905, showed that the "quibbling" was not confined to
one side of the controversy. He asked Meyer to suggest
to the Eussian Government that it send to him the names
of the Eussian plenipotentiaries, promising that they would
be kept secret till Japan had done the same, when the
President would announce both. A further effort to bring
the Bussian Government to the point of using plain speech
was then made by the President. "The President has re-
ceived from the Japanese Government the assurance that
they will name as plenipotentiaries men of the highest rank.
He believes that they are hesitating because they want to
be sure that the Eussian plenipotentiaries will also be of
the highest rank." He reminds the Eussian Government
that it failed to say, when it consented to appoint pleni-
potentiaries, that they were to negotiate and conclude a